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Positive COVID-19 tests not reported to
FSL before large Greek events
HADLEY HITSON

dmmanaging@gmail.com

When the University of
Mississippi Office of Fraternity
and Sorority Life began allowing Greek organizations to host
events at the end of February,
leadership operated under the
university rule that 25% of event
attendees would have to get a
COVID-19 test. However, FSL is
never notified of those results.

“With the asymptomatic testing, we submit this guest list, and
then we get back the list of the
students that have been randomly selected for asymptomatic testing,” FSL director Arthur Doctor
said. “Because of HIPAA rules
and health regulations, we are not
getting any record of the positive
test results.”
The office advises Greek chapters to send FSL a complete guest
list at least a week in advance,

and those who are chosen to receive an asymptomatic test are
required to get their tests during
the week of the event. Original
guidelines warned organizations
that if anyone on the guest list
refused to get tested, the event
would not take place.
Nonetheless, there is currently no step in the process of
asymptomatic testing for events
that ensures students who test
positive won’t attend. Doctor said

Mississippi narrows racial
gaps in vaccination rates

FSL has not asked members of
Greek chapters to notify the office
if they receive a positive test, but
some have done so voluntarily.
This means it is solely the tested
student’s responsibility to report
his or her own positive test to
their Greek organization if they
choose. This also means Greek
students can choose to not report
positive results at all.
Students are also allowed to
schedule their tests on the day of

the event they are attending, even
though receiving the test results
could take up to 24 hours.
“You shouldn’t attend any
event if you haven’t gotten your
results back, so that’s what we’ve
been communicating to our
chapters,” Doctor said. “Nothing
is perfect, but our system has
worked in a way that’s allowed

SEE GREEK PAGE 2

COVID-19 variant found
in Lafayette County
KATE KIMBERLIN

thedmnews@gmail.com
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Despite national trends,
Mississippi is making progress in preventing racial disparities in vaccinations rates
among African American residents in the state.
“Mississippi appears to
be first in the nation to reach
vaccine parity for African
Americans receiving Covid
vaccinations,” State Health

Officer Thomas Dobbs said in
a recent tweet.
Nearly 38% of the population in Mississippi is Black,
and this demographic has received 30% of Mississippi’s
vaccines, according to the
Mississippi State Department
of Health (MSDH).
According to the CDC,
over 8% of African-Americans in the U.S. have received
their first vaccine dose and
over 7% have received both
doses.

Two main factors have
contributed to the disparity
in vaccination rates: distrust
of vaccines and access to
them.
A survey conducted by
the MSDH found that about
21% of Black Mississippians
leaned toward not being vaccinated and about 21% were
unsure.
DeArrius Rhymes, a senior
chemistry major, has been
encouraging other students

SEE GAPS PAGE 12

One case of the B.1.1.7 United
Kingdom COVID-19 strain and
one case of B.1.427 California
COVID-19 strain were reported
on Friday in Lafayette County,
according to a tweet from the
Mississippi State Department of
Health.
“Like
other
previously
identified COVID-19 variant
strains of concern, these
strains have shown increased
transmissibility,
potential
evidence of reduced protection
from vaccines and resistance to
one or more monoclonal antibody
treatments
for
COVID-19
infection,” the tweet said.
As of March 30, Lafayette
County has reported a total of
5928 positive cases since March
2020. The total number of deaths
in the county as of March 30 is
115.
It has been almost one month
since Executive Order No. 1525
was removed by Gov. Tate
Reeves. According to the CDC
website, the state ranks number
10 in incidence reports per
100,000 people.
“MS is doing great at present!
Vaccination is our key to success
(and thriving businesses and
sports and church and dances,
etc...) - so please - get your
shot today!” Thomas Dobbs, a
state health officer tweeted on
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Tuesday.
According to a ranking of high
incidence of all of the counties in
Mississippi, Lafayette County
is ranked number 17. Over the
period of March 9-22, the county
reported 106 new cases, which
equated to an overall two percent
increase.
The MSDH also released
an updated “Safer Faith-Based
Gatherings
and
Worship
Services” guideline sheet on
Monday for those who wish
to worship within the coming
weeks. Some guidelines include
the encouragement of social
distancing, wearing masks and
those over the age of 16 being fully
vaccinated by the time they attend
the service. Full vaccination is
also highly encouraged for those
over the age of 65.
“To prevent the spread of
COVID-19 and to protect the
vulnerable, the safest options
continue to be virtual or outdoor
services,” the guidelines said.

MEN’S TENNIS

HAPPY LANDING

The No. 9 Ole Miss men’s tennis
team will compete against both the
Auburn Tigers and the Alabama
Crimson Tide this weekend.

The members of Happy Landing,
a local indie folk band, have
amassed hundreds of fans in the
past six months. Here is a look
into how the band started and the
new music they just released.

SEE PAGE 8

SEE PAGE 4
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What
we know:
25% of those
attending
Greek events
must undergo
asymptomatic
testing prior to
the event.

FSL is never
notified if
those tests
are positive
or negative.
Students can be
tested on the
same day as
the event, even
though results
may take up to
24 hours.

Some Greek
events don’t
require masks
indoors.
Hundreds of
people may
attend a
Greek event.
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GREEK

continued from page 1
chapters and students to be able
to have some social opportunities
for the semester. But there’s also
all this on the students to report.”
Greek events can now include
multiple shifts of 125 members
and dates, and members can now
bring guests that do not attend the
university. Because of the Board
of Aldermen’s decision to lift the
city’s mask mandate, some events
do not require masks once guests
are inside the venue.
The university contracts with
Premier Medical Group (PMG)
to administer the asymptomatic PCR tests, and results become
available through the online Sonic
MyAccess portal within three to
five days after testing.
“When (PMG does) the testing, they do share those results
with the health center so that we
can log that, and that goes on, of
course, the dashboard and the
case count page,” director of university health services Alex Langhart said. “When a positive case
is reported to the university, the
contact tracing team is notified of
those positives, and then they then
reach out to that positive case.”
Langhart said that the contact

tracing team typically begins the
tracing within a couple of days
after the positive test. However,
in one case, it has taken up to 20
days for the process to begin.
Before contact tracing begins,
though, Langhart said a PMG
employee named Ashley Thompson contacts all patients who test
positive on the day following their
tests. Thompson said she was unavailable to explain the policies for
notifying patients of their positive
results over the phone prior to
publication.
The notification process could
include text messages or phone
calls, but if a patient doesn’t answer, voicemails or messages including the positive test results
would not be sent.
“As part of HIPAA and privacy regulations, you want to make
sure that any PHI — so patient
health information — is secure. So
for instance, if you were tested at
the health center and we contacted you, we would not be able to
text or or email you that information. We would have to call you,”
Langhart said. “That would be potentially why either they wouldn’t
leave a voicemail or include in the
text message your actual results
just in case that it was compromised and put your health information at risk.”
Langhart said he was not sure

if PMG or the university requires
confirmation from patients that
they have received the positive

pany, and then just due to finances and some other things, we just
made the switch,” he said. “It just

“Because of

HIPAA rules and health
regulations, we are not getting any
record of the positive test results.”

- Arthur Doctor
Director of FSL

test result before ceasing attempts
to contact them. This means that if
patients do not pick up the phone
when PMG calls or do not call the
number back, they would not receive notification of their positive
results.
“I’m honestly not sure. I do
know that they attempt as many
times as they can and then move
on since they have so many that
they have to get through,” he said.
Additionally, PMG is a different company from the one that
the university contracted to handle asymptomatic testing during
the fall semester. The previous
company, TourHealth, used rapid
tests that would have available results within several hours instead
of up to a day for the PCR tests.
According to Langhart, the
university made the switch partially due to financial reasons.
“(It) was a state contract com-

seemed like a better fit for our
spring semester with what we
needed to accomplish.”
The university’s asymptomatic testing center currently has
the capability to test up to 500
people each week, but the average turnout is lower, according to
Langhart. Still, with the university
requiring testing for events, the
number of people getting asymptomatic tests on campus has been
higher this spring than it was in
the fall.
For the past two weeks, testing
has been available on Mondays
and Tuesdays from 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. and Wednesdays from 8:30
a.m. to 12 p.m. at the University-Oxford Depot. Updated testing
times can be found on the university’s COVID-19 webpage, and appointments can be made through
the COVID-19 testing intake form.
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Johnson & Johnson vaccine State passes home
offered on campus

delivery of alcohol

KATE KIMBERLIN

GEOFF PENDER

thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi begins offering appointments for the single-dose
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19
vaccine starting today. The
Office of the Provost sent a
campus-wide email on Tuesday, giving students, faculty
and staff the opportunity to
sign up.
“Appointments are limited
to the supply on hand,” the
email said.
Provost Noel Wilkin wrote
in an email that Alex Langhart, the director of university
health services, requested the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine
from the Mississippi State Department of Health in hopes of
giving students another vaccination option.
“(He) requested it from the
Mississippi State Department
of Health knowing that students’ time to get both doses
of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine administered before the
end of the semester (because
they require a waiting period
between doses) is narrowing,”
Wilkin wrote.
Pharmacy students and licensed physicians will administer doses at the Tad Smith
Coliseum, and the only times
mentioned in the email for
Thursday’s appointments are

thedmnews@gmail.com
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The Johnson & Johnson vaccine will be available on campus to faculty
and students starting Thursday, April 1.

from 12:30 p.m. -4:30 p.m.
“Additional appointment
days and times in the coming weeks will be shared once
those details are finalized,”
the email said.
The email also detailed
facts about the vaccine and logistics for those who are interested in getting vaccinated on
campus. Social distancing and
mask-wearing will be enforced
in the Tad Smith Coliseum,
and those who have a history
of anaphylaxis are encouraged
to get vaccinated in a clinical

setting.
The email also provided
a link for anyone who wishes
to get vaccinated off campus,
and urged all members of the
university community to get
vaccinated as soon as they can.
“The university continues to encourage everyone to
get vaccinated at your earliest convenience through any
vaccination site, and individuals may also obtain vaccines
through off-campus vaccination sites,” the email said.

Lawmakers have passed a
measure that would allow home
delivery of beer, wine and liquor,
similar to grocery deliveries that
have become popular, particularly
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
But a push to privatize Mississippi’s liquor warehousing and distribution died this session.
House Bill 1135, now before
the governor who has not indicated whether he’ll sign it into
law, would allow home delivery
of alcohol from liquor stores and
other retailers within 30 miles of
the stores. Delivery would not be
allowed to any “dry” areas where
alcohol sales are prohibited and
would be allowed only from 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, not on Sundays nor on
Christmas day.
Purchasers would have to be 21
or older, as would delivery drivers.
If signed into law, it would take
effect July 1.
In a statement, the Distilled
Spirits Council of the United States
praised the move as “a convenience
for consumers and a safe alternative way for adults to purchase and
enjoy their favorite spirits at home
during the pandemic.” The council
said Mississippi would join more
than 30 states that allow home alcohol delivery from retailers.
House and Senate measures
to have private industry take over

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

warehousing and distribution of
liquor — something the state has
struggled to do efficiently — died
after much debate this legislative
session.
Mississippi is one of 17 states
that tightly control the sale of liquor, and one of 10 that sell spirits
to all private package stores. Seven
directly own all the liquor stores in
their states.
Mississippi’s warehouse and
distribution, run by the Alcoholic
Beverage Control division of the
Department of Revenue, has for
years struggled to keep up with
demand and new products and
its warehouse is too small and antiquated. Lawmakers have been
reluctant to sink money into upgrades of the warehouse and system.
Measures to allow Mississippi grocery stores to sell wine or to
allow mail-order wine deliveries to
Mississippi homes have for years
generated debate in the Legislature, but gained no traction this
year.

38184

Correction

38183

An earlier version of the
article “The curious case
of Delta 8” should have
identified Kelsie Wright
as a manager of Slackers,
not the owner. The owner
of the store is James Funk.
The earlier version also
said that the store does
not sell CBD products, but
it should have said that the
store does sell a variety of
CBD products.
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Inside the creation of local band Happy Landing
MEGAN FAYARD

thedmnews@gmail.com

The members of Happy
Landing, a local indie folk band,
released their debut EP on Aug.
7, 2020, and since then, they’ve
amassed hundreds of fans.
The band came to be after lead singer and songwriter
Matthew Hendley spent a semester in New York studying at
The King’s College and interning at CBS with 60 Minutes.
Hendley, a senior journalism major, has been playing
music for as long as he can remember, and Happy Landing is
reviving his passion for it. Only
thinking of music as a hobby,
he didn’t consider pursuing his
passion as a career, but during
his internship in New York, he
said the only thing on his mind
was music.
“I really enjoyed the internship, but every single day I
was constantly thinking about
music, and writing music and
starting a band,” Hendley said.
“That’s when I realized maybe
I should keep pursuing music.”
The band first debuted its
EP “She’s Got Brooklyn” with a
backyard release party last August. Hendley said he did not
expect the show to attract as
much attention for the band as
it did. What he thought would

be a “one and done” performance for the band became a
stepping stone for him and his
bandmates to release more music and even travel to perform.
Happy Landing’s latest
single “Coastal Town” was released on March 26 and can be
streamed on Spotify and Apple
Music.
With COVID-19 restrictions weighing heavily on the
band since its inception, booking shows has been difficult
for Happy Landing. After Gov.
Tate Reeves and the Oxford
Board of Aldermen lifted mask
mandates in the state and Lafayette County, Happy Landing
has found luck in scheduling
live performances. The band’s
next show will be held at Proud
Larry’s on April 9.
For Hendley, the unique
name Happy Landing holds
childhood memories of summer days spent playing music
with his family when his grandfather would tell stories about
his time spent in the U.S. military.
He explained that before
soldiers would jump out of airplanes, they would say, “I hope
you have a happy landing.”
According to Hendley, his
grandfather named the property he lives on “Happy Landing”

because he hoped it could be
a place where his family could
come together.
“Since that’s the first place I
started playing music for people. I was like, “oh man. That’s
the perfect name for a band,”
Hendley said.
The band can be described
as indie folk, but after consideration, Hendley and his bandmates decided to create their
own genre of music. They call
themselves America’s first skate
folk band. Hendley described
their sound as relating to artists such as The Lumineers, The
Head and The Heart, Mumford
and Sons, and Vance Joy.
“We all kind of dress like
skaters,” Hendley said. “We

PHOTO COURTESY: HAPPY LANDING

wear Vans, and we kind of
dress hipster. I could totally see
someone riding a skateboard
down a hill, like shredding
down a hill, listening to Happy
Landing.”
After spending the last four
years studying and pursuing a
career in journalism, Hendley
has decided to take a different
route after he graduates. He
will be putting off journalism
to fully pursue his passion for
music.
Vocalist and international
studies major Keegan Lyle said
she and her bandmates are eager to share their music with
the world in the future. They
plan to continue playing live
shows as often as possible.

“I see us putting out our
first full-length album, making
a name for ourselves and going
on tour,” Lyle said. “It’s idealistic, but with the people and
passion we have in this group
it is totally possible. We are
all determined to make things
happen.”
She said that balancing time
with the band and her pre-existing schedule has been difficult but challenged her and
helped her grow as a person.
“Being in this band has already added a whole new dimension to my college experience, and I
get really excited thinking
about how we may be able to
continue playing together after
we all
graduate,” Lyle said.
Hendley has high hopes for
the future of Happy Landing as
they plan to relocate to Nashville within the next year. He
thinks the raw talent that each
member of the group brings
to the table gives the band the
potential to go far in the music
industry.
“The future of this band
could drastically change at any
moment,” Hendley said. “I believe in my whole heart that
this band could and should be
able to make it.”

UM student media brings home 24 awards
KATE KIMBERLIN

thedmnews@gmail.com

The Daily Mississippian
and Newswatch Ole Miss won
awards in the Southeastern
Journalism Conference Best
of the South Competition and
the state Mississippi Press
Association competition this
past weekend.
The Best of the South Competition recognized students
and their bodies of work from
November 2020 to November
2021. This year, there were
369 entries from 30 colleges.
The Daily Mississippian
won first place awards for
Best College Website, Best
News Writer, Best Arts & Entertainment Writer and Best
Newspaper Page Layout Design Team.
Eliza
Noe,
the
editor-in-chief of The Daily Mississippian, was part of the design team that won. She also
received awards for 6th place
best feature writer and a 3rd
place Mississippi Press Association award for editorial
writing.
“I’m very proud of all of the
awards we were able to bring
home this year,” Noe said.
“Student journalism, in general, has been through a lot this
year, so I’m also extremely
fortunate to have a staff that’s
been able to excel during the
pandemic.”

PHOTO COURTESTY: THE STUDENT MEDIA CENTER

The 2020-2021 Daily Mississippian editorial staff. Top row, left to right: Hannah Grace Biggs, Katherine
Butler, Katie Dames. Middle row, left to right: Arianna Swensen, Maddy Quon Kenneth Niemeyer, Hadley
Hitson. Bottom row, left to right: Kate Kimberlin, Eliza Noe, Kelby Zendejas.
The Daily Mississippian
also received the following
awards at the Southeastern
Journalism Conference: Kelby Zendejas, 3rd place for
Best Sports Writer; Kenneth
Niemeyer, 3rd place for Best
Special Event Reporter/Editor; Katherine Butler, 3rd
place for Best News Graphic;
Hadley Hitson, 4th place for

Best News Writer; and Katie
Dames, 13th place for Best
Op-Ed Writer.
Hitson, who is the managing editor of The Daily Mississippian, was excited about the
outcome of both competitions.
“I’m glad that even under
hard circumstances this year,
we were able to uphold our
journalistic standard for con-

tent and continue to publish
important articles that impact
the community,” Hitson said.
At the Best of the South
awards, NewsWatch Ole Miss
won 3rd place for Best College
TV Station. Carter Diggs won
3rd place for Best TV News
Feature, and Kaylee Crafton
won 6th place for Best TV
Journalist.

The Southeastern Journalism Conference was hosted
via Zoom due to COVID-19
restrictions. It was originally
scheduled to be in New Orleans.
The Daily Mississippian
also submitted entries to the
state Mississippi Press Association contest. The staff
received first place in the following categories: Best Website, Best Newspaper Layout &
Design, Best Newspaper Front
Page, Niemeyer for Best Series
or Investigative, Billy Schuerman for Best General News
Photo, Josh Clayton for Best
Sports News Story, Will Carpenter for Best Feature Story
and Nakiyah Jordan for Best
Cartoon.
The staff won second-place
awards for General Excellence
and General News Photo for a
photo by Schuerman. Dames
and John Hydrisko also won
third place awards for editorials.
Noe also wanted to thank
the professional staff in the
Student Media Center for
their assistance and mentorship.
“I don’t know what we
would have done without
them and their guidance when
we needed it,” Noe said.
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Computer science students help community learn to code
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JESS COOLEY

thedmnews@gmail.com

After developing a love
of computer coding in high
school, senior computer science major Rowan Agrawal
decided that he wanted to foster that same passion in middle and high school students
in Lafayette County.
As a result, he founded
Code Miss in 2019, an organization where University of

Mississippi computer science
students local, younger students about various coding
languages.
“Water Valley has something similar called Base
Camp Coding Academy, but
the distance makes it unavailable to most kids in Lafayette
County,” Agrawal said. “We
used Base Camp as a model
for this organization, but we
differ from them because the
mentors are college students.”

Part of the reason Agrawal
decided to start the organization was because he noticed
Mississippi lacked in teaching
coding in schools. He wanted younger kids to be able to
have access to materials that
could help them learn.
“This club is open to high
school students or younger,
but our youngest kid is in 4th
grade,” Chapter president Logan Parker, a junior computer
science major, said.

Parker said the organization typically rotates between
teaching three topics: robotics, programming and computer hardware.
“Due to the pandemic, we
are just covering programming because hardware and
robotics are more hands-on
learning, and therefore more
transmissive,” Parker said.
Parker said the group
teaches its students how to
use a range of different soft-

ware, some of which is used to
develop popular video games.
“In the coding intense
class, we have taught basic Java and recently started
working with Unity, a 3D software used to develop games,”
Parker said. “Many popular
games across the industry are
built on it, so it’s really beneficial to learn.”

38187
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Rebels to take on Florida Gators
RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss improved to 6-0
in SEC play following their
sweep against Alabama, but
has a lot to be worried about
in the next few weeks.
The Rebels anticipated a
midweek matchup against
North Alabama, but due to
weather conditions, it was
postponed to next week. This
will mean that Ole Miss will
play five games next week.
They will start with North
Alabama on Monday, Alcorn
State on Tuesday, before facing #1 Arkansas at home.
In order to be successful
leading up to this week, Ole
Miss is going to rely heavily on their pitchers. Gunnar
Hoglund has become the new
“ace” for the Rebels, and was
the starting pitcher against
Auburn and Alabama. Hoglund was phenomenal in both
weekends. He pitched 8.0 innings in a narrow 1-0 win vs.
Auburn, and pitched 6.0 in-

nings vs. Alabama. In Tuscaloosa, he allowed three runs
on six hits, with 10 strikeouts.
His overall ERA for this season is a solid 2.63. While he
was pitching, Alabama was
only able to score on three
solo home runs. Taylor Broadway has also proved to play an
important role for this team as
a closer. He is 3-0 on the season, and has an ERA of 2.45.
For the middle of the series, Doug Nikhazy will most
likely be the guy vs. Florida.
Nikhazy had his first SEC start
of this season vs. Florida following a minor chest injury.
He pitched for five innings,
allowing no runs on one hit,
with seven strikeouts and two
walks. Following Nikhazy,
Drew McDaniel came in to
pitch three scoreless innings.
Derek Diamond was the starter in game three of the series,
and will most likely be stepping into that role again. Diamond pitched for six innings,
with six hits, three runs, and
six strikeouts. The Rebels
were able to get the sweep.

FILE PHOTO: HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

After sweeping the series against Alabama, Ole Miss prepares for a
number of upcoming challenging matchups.
In order for Ole Miss to be
successful down this stretch
of SEC play, the bats have to
be hot. Florida has a combined pitching ERA of 3.84,
and plenty of players who will
have no problem making big
plays on defense.
Luckily, the accolades for
the offensive production just

keep coming for the Rebels.
True freshman TJ McCants
was named SEC Player of the
Week after his weekend in
Tuscaloosa. McCants hit .364
in the Alabama series with a
team-high five runs scored, a
double, a home run and three
RBI. He has been tremendous
in the outfield, despite only

having six starts in that position.
Tim Elko now leads the
SEC in RBIs with a 4-for-5 day
after driving in five runs on a
three-run double in the fifth
inning and a two-run home
run in the eighth in the third
game vs. Alabama. The home
run was his ninth of the season, the second most in the
SEC.
Head Coach Mike Bianco
on starting out 6-0 in league
play: “You’re just trying to
keep the blinders on and win
the next game. When it’s over,
you realize sweeps are tough
and we have two of them back
to back, one on the road.”
The Rebels now have their
first 6-0 start since 1969,
when Archie Manning played
shortstop.
Ole Miss will definitely
have a more difficult time as
they head to Gainesville to
take on the Gators, but a 6-0
start and a strong pitching
staff could be enough to give
them all the confidence they
need.

Softball will face tough battle against LSU Tigers
BARRETT FREEMAN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss women’s
softball team (21-7) will get a
jump start on the weekend and
travel to Baton Rouge to face
the LSU Tigers in a SEC series
showdown, with the first pitch
starting on Thursday, April 1.
Last weekend, the Lady
Rebels defeated SEC foes
Georgia Bulldogs at home on
Sunday to secure the series
win after winning the first
game on Friday but dropping
the mid-day game on Saturday. While it was a strong
outing for the team, there was
disappointment that the consecutive home-game winning
streak came to an end, which
lasted over 20 games. Still,
the goal of an extremely successful season — like winning
the conference, hosting a regional and competing deep in
the postseason — is still very
much alive.
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Anna Borgon pitches in a game against Georgia on March 26.
Their series against LSU
will be no walk in the park.
The Tigers are currently the

15th team in the country and
the team tends to struggle
when playing on the road

NOW DRIVERS
HIRING

DOMINO’S DOMINO’S
WEST & EAST - NEW
OLE MISS LOCATION!
CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
1603 WEST JACKSON AVENUE

1920 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
NEXT TO LARSONʼS CASH SAVER

Earn $12-$18 per hour
Apply in person – 1603 W Jackson Ave
or 1920 University Ave
or online at jobs.dominos.com

662.236.3030 662.236.3844

SUN-WED 10:30 AM-2 AM
OPEN LATE! THURS-SAT
10:30 AM-3 AM
Register for Spring 2021
Intramural Sports!

Walking/Running Challenge
Registration ends 4/6 Noon

this season, with a 3-6 record
so far. However, the team is
more than ready to compete

as they have started the season strong, winning series
against 2 of their first 3 SEC
opponents.
For the Rebels, the performance of Senior Anna Borgern continues to get better and
better, not to mention how
much fun she’s having while
maintaining her fierceness on
the mound. The pitcher had
an incredible outing to grab
the series from Georgia last
Sunday, including throwing
a career high of 11 strikeouts.
With the help of the bats on
the team popping balls out
early for a 3-0, she only allowed six hits and two runs,
shutting down the Bulldogs
to make any kind of comeback
even when they had it within
a point.
Ole Miss and LSU will begin the series Thursday, April
1 at 6 p.m. and can be viewed
on SEC Network plus.

Cornhole Tournament

Registration ends 4/8 Noon

Home Run Derby

Registration ends 4/15 Noon

Laser Tag (w/ SAA)

Registration ends 4/15 Noon

Turner Center Room 212
imsc@olemiss.edu
662.915.5573
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Track and field
hosts
Ole Miss Classic
HANNAH GRACE BIGGS
thedmphotos@gmail.com

The UM track and field teams hosted the first Ole Miss Classic
since 2019 last weekend. The Rebels earned 15 event wins,
including three multiple-event winners.

Top right: Torrence Tuberville competes in the men’s long
jump.
Above: Jalani Davis competes in the women’s shotput.
Right: Kieshonna Brooks took first place in the women’s
100-meter hurtles.
Bottom right: Allen Gordon competes in the men’s high
jump.
Below: Sara Van Aken competes in the women’s 100-meter
hurdles.
Bottom left: Joseph Benedetto chalks up before the men’s
hammer throw.
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Men’s tennis
prepares for
Alabama matches
BARRETT FREEMAN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The ninth-ranked Ole Miss
men’s tennis team is preparing
for a busy holiday weekend as
the team gets ready to travel to
Auburn, Alabama, to compete
against the University of Auburn
on Friday, April 2. Just two days
later, the Rebels will quickly turn
around to face the Alabama Crimson Tide at home on Sunday,
April 4.
The team has started to find
a successful rhythm after winning their last three matches in a
row — including their last match
against the 11th-ranked Mississippi State Bulldogs, where the Rebels won 5-2 overall. It was a satisfying win against MSU as they
dominated the court, marking
their first match win against the

COLUMN

in-state rival since 2019. Despite
losses in recent years, the Rebels
still lead the all time series 51-31.
“We came out firing in doubles and were able to keep the
momentum in singles today,”
head coach Toby Hansson said
in a statement. “I feel like we’re
starting to play some really good
tennis and that is obviously very
exciting.”
Against Mississippi State, the
Rebels succeeded in singles, winning four out of the six matches, but this past weekend’s star
performance came from the Ole
Miss doubles as they swept the
Bulldogs in their matches, going
2-0. In their first match ranked as
the No. 1 team in the nation, Finn
Reynolds and Tim Sandkaulen
defeated No. 37 Florian Broska
and Gregor Ramskogler 6-4.
Last weekend’s wins pushed

HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Brady Draheim reaches to return a shot in a doubles match against Mississippi State on Sunday, March 28.
vitational, where they locked in
a win against Auburn and swept
Alabama on the same day.
In their last meeting, the Rebels dominated in singles. Senior
Brady Draheim won his matches
6-4, 6-2; and senior Tim Sandkaulen defeated his opponent 6-4,
7-5.
At the Auburn Invitational,
the doubles team had not quite
figured out their chemistry yet,

the Rebels’ overall record to 8-7,
and in the Southeastern Conference, the Rebels have gone 6-3.
The Rebels will look to continue their streak on their tour
against the Alabama Crimson
Tide this weekend. This is not
the first time that the Ole Miss
tennis team has faced Alabama.
The Rebels’ season started at the
beginning of October against both
of the schools at the Auburn In-

but after last weekend’s impressive sweep in doubles against
Mississippi State, the team looks
to continue to stay consistent together with more wins.
The Rebels will face Auburn
in Alabama on Friday, April 2, at
2 p.m., and Rebel fans catch the
team on its home court in Oxford
on Sunday, April 4, at 1 p.m.

Women’s basketball will only get better

RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Ole Miss women’s basketball
ended its historic season with a
loss in the WNIT Championship
game to Rice, 71-58.
The Rebel defense was able to
force 24 turnovers, scoring on all
but one. Despite the loss, there
was nothing but excitement from
me. It is very discouraging to lose
in the championship, but if you
would have asked me if this was
possible with last year’s team, I
probably would have laughed.
The Rebels had their hands full
with 6-foot-9-inch center Nancy
Mulkey and Lauren Schwartz.
Throughout the entire season, Ole
Miss had prided themselves on its
strength on defense, but it struggled in this game. Shakira Austin
was the only Rebel player to score
double digits in this game with 25
points, shooting for 10-of-25. The
rest of the Ole Miss offense struggled, shooting for 11-of-45 (24%)
from the field.
Ole Miss has shown significant
improvement from head coach
Yolett McPhee-McCuin’s first sea-

son. In the 2019-2020 season, Ole
Miss finished the season with a
7-23 record and 0-16 in SEC conference play. After just one year,
the Rebels were able to significantly improve. This season, they
finished 15-12 over all and 4-10 in
conference play. If the Rebels were
able to improve this much in one
season, I am very confident that
next year will be even more successful.
With its success in the regular
season, Ole Miss was in contention for a bid to the March Madness tournament. Somehow, the
Rebels were not chosen, but were
still put in contention for the NIT
tournament. Coach Yo was unable
to attend part of this tournament
due to a positive COVID-19 test,
but her team was able to successfully make it to the semifinals in
her absence.
“I am so proud of them — of
what they’ve accomplished,” she
said. “I’m so excited about this
program I could explode. This was
a win for us and this program.”
Their championship opponent, Rice, came into the game
with a chip on its shoulder after
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The Ole Miss women’s basketball team ended its season with a loss
to Rice in the WINT Championship game, marking the first time the
program has played in a post season championship game.
being kept out of the NCAA tournament team with a 23-4 record.
Making it to the tournament was
not a rare sight for Rice University
after it received a bid in 2019. The
Rice Owls came out strong and
had a 16-point lead over Ole Miss
heading into halftime. The Reb-

els fought hard and were able to
narrow the lead to just four points
after a 10-0 drive in the fourth
quarter. Rice was able to pull back
ahead with a perfect free throw
line percentage and the Mulkey/
Schwartz duo.
The Rebels were competing

against a very strong contender to
make it to March Madness. This
year’s Rice team only lost four
games in the regular season. It
had the reigning defensive player
of the year, and knowing what the
postseason was like, this proved to
be an important factor.
The Rebels were able to finish
their first winning season since
2016-17 and did it with a very
young team. In the championship
game, five different freshmen collected minutes. Ole Miss is not expecting to lose a single player from
the roster ahead of this next season. With every player returning,
head coach Yolett McPhee-McCuin has her sights set on next year
and the big tournament.
Ole Miss was playing in a
championship game of a postseason tournament for the first time
in program history.
“It’s encouraging, to say the
least. We really needed this experience. We’re going to recruit
hard,” Coach Yo said. “We have
some holes to fill that we will fill.
I promise you that. If you want to
place a bet, we’ll be a part of the 64
next year.”

reduce reuse

Recycle

your dm

PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
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PHOTO COURTESTY: JOSHUA MCCOY / OLE MISS ATHLETICS

Channing Foster slides for the ball in a game against Texas A&M.

Channing Foster
approaches her Ole
Miss soccer finale
CATHERINE JEFFERS

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss soccer team will
soon be without its leader on and
off the pitch. Channing Foster,
the Rebels’ leading goal scorer
and four-time SEC honoree is exhausting her remaining eligibility
before heading north in January
2022.
Foster was drafted 32nd overall into the National Women’s
Soccer League (NWSL) by the
Chicago Red Stars. While Foster
was surprised, the pick came after
four seasons of success for her at
Ole Miss. In her freshman season
in 2017, Foster netted 12 goals,
second only to Ole Miss record
holder CeCe Kizer. In the three
years since, Foster has totaled 35
goals and many SEC honors.
While her time at Ole Miss is
drawing to a close, Foster plans to
play one more season and leave
her legacy at the University of
Mississippi.
This interview has been edited for brevity and clarity.
Why did you decide to
come back for the spring season and use up all of your eligibility? What solidified that
decision for you?
“I don’t know. I just wasn’t
ready to give it up yet. I wasn’t
ready to leave. Most of my teammates that are my age are staying also, and so it’ll just be really
neat to kind of get to go through
five years with all of them. I feel
like (the team) still has a lot of
potential and a lot of things that
we haven’t accomplished yet that
we would like to. I just wanted to
have another chance at it.”
What was your immediate reaction to hearing your
name announced in the
draft?
“It was crazy because I didn’t
know. Typically, you have to declare for the draft to enter it, and
since I was planning on coming
back, I hadn’t done any of that.
I didn’t know I was going to be
draft eligible until three days before. I got a phone call that they
changed the rules to allow people
that were staying in college to still

be drafted because of COVID. So
in a sense, it was nice because I
hadn’t had the anticipation, and
all of the stress and anxiety leading up to it that I might have had
otherwise.”
“Just knowing that I was going
back to school, it was kind of nice
because there was no pressure. If
nothing happens, it’s okay. Whenever they called my name, it was
just so exciting because it’s something that I’ve looked forward
to, and worked hard towards my
whole life and dreamt about since
I was a little girl. Just to see it all
come to fruition was really, really
cool.”
How far into the future
are you looking? Do you already think about what’s after the NWSL?
“I think it would be so cool to
go overseas, just to experience
another way of life and other cultures, especially with soccer being
so big in other countries. I think it
would be so cool to go to a country where soccer is everything and
just to get to experience that. I
have a few friends playing in England right now and then a couple
in France. They get to go to all of
the men’s games and I think that
would be so cool, to just be able to
go to an English Premier League
game anytime I wanted to. Especially while I’m young before I
have a family or anything else, it’d
be really cool.”
When you leave in December, will you have any
regrets from your time here?
“So far I don’t really have any
regrets. I mean, I’m sure there’s
games that I look back on and I’m
like, ‘I wish I had done this differently… I wish I had finished that
(shot).’ I’m usually pretty hard on
myself, but just as far as my experience overall, I’ve been so blessed. My time in Oxford has been
amazing. I’ve loved it.”
“There would be any regrets.
Hopefully, it’ll continue to be that
way. I’ll give it my all every game
so that hopefully I don’t have to
look back and think, ‘Okay, well,
maybe try a little harder.’”
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CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day
in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

RENTALS

APARTMENT FOR RENT
BETWEEN CAMPUS AND
SQUARE 2 bedroom 1 bath
apartment. 403 5th $920
(662)832-0117

APARTMENT FOR RENT
2950 S. LAMAR 1 Bd/1 BA
Student $510 - Non-Student
$550. Add $100 if second
tenant. Year lease required.
(662)832-0117

CONDO FOR RENT
TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR,
2 BA, Gated / Pool. With W/
D. Internet/ Cable. $1200.
Available April 1 901-2621855

FOR SALE
MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE
2012 125CC YAMAHA VENO
Motorcycle LIKE NEW 3018
miles (662) 578-6702

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINOS

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
at BOTH Oxford locations!
Make $12-$18 an hour!

Apply @ jobs.dominos.com OR in person!
Domino’s East 1920 University 662.236.3844
Domino’s West (Campus Store) 1603 W. Jackson Ave 662.236.3030
ACROSS
1- Participant;
6- Shatter;
11- I get it!;
14- Call;
15- Bay city;
16- Oh yeah? ___ who?;
17- Great reviews;
18- Shed ___;
19- Big bang cause;
20- Gardening tool;
22- Burning;
24- Sends back into
custody;
28- Sardonic;
29- Code of silence;
30- Passover meal;
32- Kind of cod;
33- New Mexico’s state
flower;
35- JFK postings;
39- Otherwise;
40- Average;
41- Sharp to the taste;
42- Actor Connery;
43- Filament;
45- Switch back?;
46- Strong thread;
48- Borrowed;
50- Less strict;
53- Domesticated fowl
collectively;

54- Tourist draw;
55- Vigilant;
57- This ___ stickup!;
58- Fuji rival;
60- Coherent light beam;
65- Rocky hilltop;
66- Muse with a lyre;
67- “Don’t Cry for Me,
Argentina” musical;
68- Sunblock letters;
69- Street show;
70- Brief;
DOWN
1- Spring mo.;
2- Ballroom dance, when
doubled;
3- Mazel ___!;
4- Washington bill;
5- Take as an affront;
6- Does’ beaus;
7- Spouse;
8- From the U.S.;
9- Health haven;
10- Zimbabwe’s capital;
11- John of “The Addams
Family”;
12- Painter Rousseau;
13- Montezuma, for one;
21- WWII turning point;
23- Prophesy;
24- Actor’s parts;

38177

SOLUTION TO 3.25.21 PUZZLE

25- “South Pacific” hero;
26- Brainy bunch;
27- Containing divalent
silver;
28- Highest mountain in
Crete;
30- Fish covering;
31- Light brown;
34- ___ arms (angry);
36- Fortune-telling cards;
37- Bellowing;
38- Rocklike;
43- Evergreen tree;
44- Heath;

47- Less strong;
49- Squirrel food;
50- Gives off;
51- Author of fables;
52- Sash;
53- Black tea;
55- Purim month;
56- Like the White Rabbit;
59- ... ___ mouse?;
61- ___ Maria;
62- Round Table title;
63- French connections;
64- Actress Charlotte;

Former Ole Miss Rebel
begins career in Croatia
ANNA KATE BOYD

thedmsports@gmail.com

Zvonimir “Z” Babic, former
Ole Miss men’s tennis team captain, is making strides in Croatia
as a professional tennis player.
Babic started playing tennis when
he was seven years old and held
the title of the No. 1 player in Croatia for five years.
He had a shoulder injury
when he was 12 that almost ended his tennis career, but two years
later, he returned to the game,
which led him to be recruited
by the University of Mississippi.
FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
Through all his struggles and trials, Babic’s passion for tennis fol- Zvonimir Babic takes a back hand shot in a singles match against LSU.
lowed him throughout his journey
from Croatia to UM and back.
Upon graduating from the before, I didn’t want to be that have will still be there, but my best
University of Mississippi in 2018 guy that just plays tennis. I didn’t five years of my (tennis) life from
and obtaining a Master’s degree like working in Atlanta, though, 25-30 may be stuck rotting in an
in accounting, he has returned and didn’t like the city. However, office unless I’m on the courts.”
What is your overall goal
to his home country to pursue a so many people want to come to
professional career in singles and America, work and secure a visa, as a tennis pro?
“I want to become a profesdoubles in hopes of eventually and I didn’t want to give up that
opportunity.
When
I
did
receive
sional
tennis player right now in
playing in the ATP Tournament,
mine,
the
chances
were
so
slim,
the
next
few years. It would be
the largest tennis organization in
but
I
was
lucky
enough
to
secure
great
within
two years to play at
the world.
This interview has been edit- one for 2020. This job would last the Challenger Tour. I’m at the
for years, though, and I wondered age where I can represent my
ed for brevity and clarity.
Tell me about your tennis how I would stay in shape to po- country in the Davis Cup, which is
background before coming tentially go home and play tennis my personal dream come true to
play doubles at. I think there’s no
to the University of Missis- later or work out all the time.”
“When
I
got
back
to
Oxford
better and greater achievement
sippi.
during
COVID,
many
people
apfor me. I don’t think there is any
“When I was 14, I started
proached
me
about
private
lesjob better for me than tennis. It’s
playing again, even still with a lot
sons
and
coaching,
and
I
began
not only a job, but a skill.”
of pain. This was rough. All the
What advice would you
kids were far ahead of me, but I hustling, and my love for tennis
came
back
in
such
a
great
way.
I
give
to other tennis players
knew I had to practice. I did not
preferred
spending
three
hours
who
want
to go pro?
fully recover until the age of 17,
on
the
court
teaching
rather
than
“I
would
say be grateful that
and I finally started placing first
in my league again. Along the working in excel on spreadsheets. you’re able to play the game. I
way, I won the National Under-18 The coronavirus and Oxford real- think that by far the biggest thing
Championship in Croatia for sin- ly helped me realize my path and in tennis is that you really chergles and doubles. At that moment, purpose behind (playing tennis) ish every single shot that you can
I knew I had to make a decision to which really helped me realize make. There are many people
who have no means to play tengo straight to the pros or go to col- what I wanted to do for my life.”
What
were
the
deciding
nis or to be able to do sports, so
lege.”
factors
to
pursue
going
pro?
if you’re in the situation finanWhat made you decide
“After
my
internship,
I
was
accially, health-wise and mentalto play tennis professionally
after grad school instead of complished on the business and ly, then you should actually be
education side, so now (I thought) very grateful for it. Regardless of
going into accounting?
“I always wanted to play ten- it was time to do what I love, you whether you’re losing or winning,
nis professionally, but as I said know? Because when I’m 30 or so, you should be grateful just to be
all the educational opportunities I there.”
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OPINION
Mass shootings highlight violence against women
KATHERINE BROTEN

thedmopinion@gmail.com

It’s happening again.
As America slowly begins
to reopen and restart, our oldest pandemic has re-emerged.
Mass shootings and gun violence are happening once
again. Eight are dead in Atlanta, Georgia. Ten are dead
in Boulder, Colorado. Closer
to home, Jackson saw a fatal
shooting last week, and shots
were fired at the Archive
Apartment Complex in Oxford. While the pandemic and
its ensuing lockdowns limited
opportunities for acts of mass
gun violence in public spaces,
we are witnessing the consequences of allowing its underlying causes to fester.
As I read headline after
headline this week about the
deadly events in Georgia, Colorado and Mississippi, I kept
coming back to Oxford in
the summer of 2019. The unavoidable headlines about spa

workers in Atlanta or cashiers
in Boulder felt inexplicably
reminiscent of two horrendous acts of violence endured
by the LOU community.
On May 19, 2019, OPD officer Matthew Kinne allegedly
broke into Dominique Clayton’s home and shot her in the
head. One month later, Brandon Theesfeld was charged
with killing UM student Ally
Kostial by allegedly shooting
her.
Headlines from the weeks
surrounding these senseless
murders included the following: “Former student charged
in murder of Ally Kostial,”
“Mississippi cop allegedly
murders woman he had an affair with,” and “Ex-Oxford officer pleads not guilty in woman’s murder.” The structure is
subject, verb, object, over and
over again.
Everywhere I looked, these
women were a thing being acted upon, never the actor. Ally
and Dominique were passive
witnesses in their own deaths,

overshadowed by the men who
killed them. Finally, I made
the connection between our
local losses and mass tragedy:
when we normalize the murder of one woman, we make it
easier to accept the killing of
them in droves.
The way we talk about violence against women begets
America’s mass shooting culture. When a woman’s life is
ended by a partner, the news
often reduces the woman to
her relationship with the murderer.
Numerous articles describe
Ally and Brandon’s relationship as “complicated” and
“on-again off-again,” detailing at length how he “told her
he loved her” and they always
seemed to “get back together.”
Similarly, it’s impossible
to find an article about Dominique’s murder where her
relationship with the man
who allegedly killed her isn’t
framed as a veiled accusation.
These headlines, quotes and
even the posturing of sentenc-

es take autonomy away from
the victims and reflect it back
onto their attackers.
While Dominique’s and Ally’s romantic relationships are
posited as subdued justifications for their murders, female
relationships are redeeming
qualities for the men who perpetrated these acts. Terms like
“crime of passion” and “unrequited love” are used to elicit
empathy from the reader.
Who among us hasn’t felt
hurt and dejected by someone
we love? Even the term “relationship violence” implies a
sort of mutual fault or failure,
a two-way street of wrongdoing. Of course, none of this
is fair or true. By engaging in
any sort of relationship, neither Dominique nor Ally were
consenting to be murdered.
The problem therein lies in
how we distinguish between
violence against women and
violence against society at
large.
Why is opening fire at a
grocery store an act of sense-

less violence, but breaking
into someone’s home and
shooting her or him in the
head an almost understandable act of desperation? When
we devalue relationship violence — the vast majority of
which is enacted upon women — do we pave the way for
a culture that accepts mass
death as normal? When we
subjugate women as objects to
be acted upon, do we dismiss
their pain and death as unavoidable?
These are questions we
have to grapple with in America, in Mississippi and in Oxford. I don’t know what the
answers are, but I do know we
have to start treating violence
against women as violence
against people.
Katie Broten is a sophomore majoring in public policy leadership and economics
from Farmington, NM.

The secret to a happy student body is the Grove
WILLOW CROSBY

thedmopinion@gmail.com

In a semester filled with
Zoom classes and social distancing at home, students are
spending more time indoors
than in a normal semester.
While drowning in homework
or rushing from an in-person class to an online class
at home, students may be
passing right by an underrated stress reliever: the Grove.
With the falling Magnolia petals and blossoming tulips, it is
important for students to take
a break from the intellectual
world and enjoy the nature
around them. The University of Mississippi’s beautiful
campus offers easy access to
nature for all students to enjoy, which means that UM students can incorporate nature

therapy into their daily lives
to combat the dreariness of
online overload.
Nature therapy stems from
the idea that people feel connected to the environment
around them, so their environment has a large impact on
them. One of its main goals is
to take people out of hectic,
man-made buildings and into
Mother Nature. When looking
at the evolution of humans,
mankind has spent about 99%
of its history surrounded by
nature. The idea of bustling
cities and corporate jobs has
only been around for a fraction of the time that humanity
has been on this earth, and the
work environment of online
meetings that we have become
all too familiar with is a product of the last few years. Nature therapy can help students

go back to their roots and enjoy the smaller things in life.
Nature therapy also decreases stress on the human
body, encouraging people to
focus on the beautiful plants,
the chirping birds or even the
rambunctious squirrels as a
way to get out of their heads.
When people are under a lot
of stress from the outside
world (like college), negative
thoughts are common. Focusing on something calming like
nature has the potential to reduce this negativity.
One recent study shows
that being in nature for two
or more hours a week can
increase people’s health and
psychological-well being. That
is less than twenty minutes
a day. In a normal year, this
twenty minutes a day might be
reached from chatting in the
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Circle with friends in between
classes or walking across campus, but for students who have
all or mostly online classes,
finding time to be outdoors
can be a challenge.
The Grove is an amazing
place to participate in nature
therapy. To implement nature
therapy into your daily life,
you can take a twenty-minute walk around campus or
grab food from the Student
Union for a picnic. Even if

your schedule limits free
time, consider studying in the
Grove one day. This can create
a good study habit while also
allowing you to benefit from
being outside. No matter what
your schedule is, there is a
way to incorporate nature into
your life one step at a time.
Willow Crosby is a freshman majoring in accounting
from Tupelo.
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to sign up for an appointment,
but he also understands why
Black students may be hesitant to receive the vaccine.
“In direct relation to
healthcare, the system itself
has not been very representative of Black people,” Rhymes
said.
In the Black community,
distrust of government healthcare typically stems from a
racist history. For example,
during the Tuskegee Study,
Black men were promised a
treatment for syphilis. Instead, they were used to study
the effects of untreated syphilis in Black males.
Even
when
Penicillin
proved to be an effective cure
for syphilis, researchers failed
to provide the men with the
drug. The experiment, originally meant to last six months,
lasted 40 years, resulting in
the death of many of the patients.
The effects of the Tuskegee Study are still widely felt
in the Black community today
and result in a distrust of medicine, but access to vaccines
also plays a large part in vaccine disparities.
In February, Dobbs posted
a chart to Twitter showing that
a majority of African Americans in the state were receiving
vaccinations from community
health centers and hemodialysis centers. The data showed
about 70% were doing so.

At that time, however,
many of the state’s vaccines
were going to drive-thru sites
where only 18% of African
Americans were being vaccinated.
During
the
beginning
months of the pandemic, many
reports found that African
Americans were much more
likely to be infected with or die
from COVID-19. Underlying
health conditions, like diabetes and hypertension, could
contribute to more COVID-19
deaths, and they are more
prevalent in the Black community.
According to a new report
from the CDC, overall death
rates were highest amongst
Black
and
non-Hispanic
American Indian people in
2020. COVID-19 was the third
leading cause of death, following heart disease and cancer.
As of March 26, the university has administered 2,341
vaccines.
When The Daily Mississippian requested on-campus
vaccine demographic data
from university communications, a university spokesperson provided a press release
about the university’s vaccination clinic that included the
total number of vaccines administered on campus and the
number of Pfizer vaccines that
arrived in the first shipment to
the university on March 12.
The Daily Mississippian
requested to speak with Dr.
Lauren Bloodworth, a clinical
professor of pharmacy practice and member of the university’s Vaccine Distribution

HANNAH GRACE BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

In contrast with national statistics, Mississippi appears to provide a proportional number of vaccinations to
African Americans.
Task Force, but a university
spokesperson said she was unavailable to comment prior to
publication.
Pharmacy student Eric
Pham is one of the volunteers
that administers COVID-19
vaccines in the Tad Smith Coliseum. He wrote in an email
that during his time giving the
vaccine, he believes that there
has been a diverse population
of students, faculty and staff
coming to get their vaccine.
“It has made me happy seeing the numerous amount of
people that are excited to get
their first round of vaccines at

our clinic,” Pham wrote.
Pham advised that everyone get their vaccine once
they are eligible. He wrote that
particularly with the Lafayette
and University community, it
would be a step toward going
back to normal.
“Not only will getting the
vaccine positively affect the
health of our community and
operations, it will be beneficial for those who do travel
back home often to those who
may be more vulnerable for
the COVID-19 disease,” Pham
wrote.
With regard to racial disparities in vaccinations, Pham

wrote that he believes they
should always be providing
equal accessibility of vaccines
to everyone.
“It is important for us to
keep listening and engaging
with diverse communities for
their positive feedback and/
or concerns that we can strategize and plan to address,”
Pham wrote.
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